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Introduction to OSRP

 To date, OSRP has contributed to 
national and global security by 
recovering more than 40,000 
radioactive sources, totaling 1.25 
million Curies of material

 OSRP has recovered sources in all 
50 states and 25 countries 
worldwide

*Activity upon recovery

OSRP Mission:
Eliminate excess, unwanted, abandoned, or orphaned radioactive sealed sources that 

pose a potential risk to health, safety, and national security.



Significance of OSRP

 Sponsored by NA-21, Office of Radiological Security, OSRP brings in nearly 
$17M in funding to LANL each year 
• Domestic budget - ~$14.1M
• Alternative Technologies ~$1.84M
• International ~ $820k

 OSRP supports personnel from many LANL organizations (NEN, RP, SAFE, 
AET, OS) as well as several subcontractors

 The OSRP team is made up of a dozen full-time experts in source recovery, 
source identification, packaging and transportation, health physics, 
radiation protection, and disposal. 

 We maintain the only capability within the DOE complex for disposal of 
sealed radioactive TRU sources at WIPP. 

OSRP experts also support other organizations within LANL, the DOE complex, and 
NNSA with sealed source identification, handling, and disposal expertise.



Source Construction



Special Form Capsules





Program Challenges

 Recoveries
• No approval for foreign origin source recovery
• Recoverable US-origin disused transuranic source 

inventory decreasing
 Storage

• Increased Alt Tech recoveries resulting in double 
SwRI disassembly/storage costs

• POC storage issues
 Disposal

• WIPP certification of new waste
• TRUPACT restrictions (e.g. gram limits for Pu, drum 

type mixing, weight limits)
• Foreign origin defense determination
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